
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a  
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers. Those  
parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation participates in word  
or song are noted in bold type.                                 Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE    Prelude on “Crusaders’ Hymn” Hancock   

* HYMN 142 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!  Coronation 

* CALL TO WORSHIP:  

Leader: God, the Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit, we serve, not two 
 masters 

People: We serve but God alone 

Leader: We will focus on God's concerns and trust God with ours 

People: Not fixating on food, clothes, and drink 

Leader: We focus on serving God in the now 

People: We strive first for God's kingdom 

INTROIT              Iann Quinn 

The Lord has shown forth his glory;  Come, let us adore him. Glory to the Father, and to 
the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever; 
Amen. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MINUTE FOR AED/CPR 

MINUTE FOR MISSION FOR CLOTHING DRIVE

Elizabeth Palo        

David Johnson         

TIME WITH CHILDREN  

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School. + 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty Lord, you never forget us, and you are our only salvation 
and hope.  Even so, we often fail to truly put you first.  We choose 
the pursuit of things - money, fame, power, and pleasure over you.  
Please forgive us and set us on the right path to true contentment.  
Help us to strive in the moment for what really matters. May  
we continue to seek your kingdom in every moment to come,  
hoping and trusting in the peace and love of Jesus Christ, our  
Lord and Savior. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 
through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579  Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION



 

 

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (in unison)

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by   
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 

 everlasting.  Amen. 

QUESTIONS OF INTENT 

PRAYER  

THE BAPTISM OF AARON ELIAS LAVANDIER  

RESPONSE Hymn No. 493 Dearest Jesus, We Are Here, vs. 1 

Dearest Jesus, we are here, gladly your command obeying. 
With this child we now draw near in response to your own saying 
that to you it shall be given as a child and heir of heaven. 

PRAYER 

Pastor:  Eternal God, we praise you for calling us to be a servant people 
... Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom we give honor and glory forever. 

People:  Remind us of the promises given in our own baptism, and 
renew our trust in you.  Make us strong to obey your will, and to serve 
you with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLE 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE

Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened  
his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 



 

* HYMN 474       O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright    Puer Nobis Nascitur 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Exodus 24:12-18 

ANTHEM  O Nata Lux (from “Lux Æterna”)       Morten Lauridsen 

O nata lux de lumine, Jesu redemptor saeculi, dignare clemens supplicum 
laudes preces que sumere. Qui carne quondam contegi dignatus es pro 
perditis. Nos membra confer effici, tui beati corporis. 

O Light born of Light, Jesus, redeemer of the world, with loving-kindness deign 
to receive suppliant praise and prayer. Thou who once deigned to be clothed in 
flesh for the sake of the lost, grant us to be members of thy blessed body. 

SECOND LESSON Matthew 17:1-9 

SERMON  “Listen!”       Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING  

OFFERTORY Transfiguration Craig Phillips 

O burning mountain,  O chosen sun,  O perfect moon,  O fathomless well,   
O unattainable height,  O unattainable light,  O clearness beyond all measure,   
O wisdom without end,  O mercy without all limit,  O strength beyond resistance,   
O crown of all majesty,  

All creation humbly sings your praise: Bright stars, high mountains, depths of the seas, 
rushing waters, 

All these break into song at heaven’s proclamation: 

This is my Son, my beloved, my chosen One.  Alleluia! 
MECHTILD OF MAGDEBURG        

* THE DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

 forever. Amen.  

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 75 O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Fair  Deo Gracias 

* BENEDICTION

CHORAL AMEN  

POSTLUDE  Toccata Belier 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

*     *     *     *     * 

NOTES ON TODAY’S MUSIC 
Gerre Hancock (1934-2012) was choirmaster of St. Thomas, Fifth Avenue from 
1971-2004.  Recognized as Americas foremost improviser on the organ, he left a body  
of compositions for chorus, organ and instruments. An entire generation of American 
organists was inspired by his teaching, workshops and masterclasses. Los Angeles-based 
composer Morten Lauridsen (b. 1943) is described as a true musical mystic.  His 
signature musical sound is heard in the 1997 cantata “Lux Æterna,” containing one  
of the most performed recent American choral works, “O nata Lux.” Craig Phillips  
(b. 1961) is currently Director of Music at All Saints’, Beverly Hills. French organist 
Gaston Bélier (1863-1938) was a student of Eugene Gigout at the Paris 
Conservatoire and titular organist at the cathedral of Saint-Maclou de Pontoise. He is 
remembered for only one organ composition, today’s postlude, the Toccata in D Minor. 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Exodus 24:12-18 (NRSV) 
 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain,  
and wait there; and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and 
the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” 13So 
Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the 
mountain of God. 14To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until 
we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a 
dispute may go to them.” 15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and 
the cloud covered the mountain. 16The glory of the LORD settled on 
Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day  
he called to Moses out of the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory  
of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in  
the sight of the people of Israel. 18Moses entered the cloud, and went  
up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and  
forty nights. 
 
Matthew 17:1-9 (NRSV) 
 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his 
brother John and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2And he 
was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses 
and Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good 
for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for 
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5While he was still speaking, 
suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice 
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to 
him!” 6When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were 
overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up 
and do not be afraid.” 8And when they looked up, they saw no one 
except Jesus himself alone. 9As they were coming down the mountain, 
Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of 
Man has been raised from the dead.” 

 
*     *     *     *     * 

 



 

 

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP 

Today’s Ushers are: Alan Aluska, Captain 
        Sara Lee           Sophie Kang Andrew Platek          Paul Platek 

    
Our Lay Assistant this morning is David Bishop. David is currently an Elder 
and Connect Group participant.  David is Professor Emeritus of Genetics  
and Genomic Sciences at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. He 
is enjoying retirement with more time available for experimental electronics, 
music, Web development, reading, genealogy, birdwatching, documenting 
known effects of gene variation on health, and exploring the USA with his 
wife, Sandy. 
 
Today we are honored to celebrate the Baptism of Aaron Elias Lavandier, 
born on September 8, 2015 in Englewood, NJ to Jesus Lavandier and  
Odailin Dume. 
 
The FLOWERS today are dedicated to the glory of God in loving memory 
of Maria M. Lopez Zambrana, given by Carmen, Paul, and Andrew Platek.   

The Elders: Richard Bennett, Peter Bigler, David Bishop, Diane Christian, Eunice Dartey, Bruce Forshee,  
Akira Fujitsuka, Paul Kang, Kyung Lee, Carolyn Milne, Paul Platek, Jill Strawbridge Bello, Robert Ryder,  
Phil Tamis, Candida Urena.  
Clerk of Session: Sandy Bishop  
Moderator: Reverend Richard Hong.  
The Session consists of the Moderator, the Elders, and the Clerk of Session. 
The Deacons: Alan Aluska, Hung-En Sung, Sheila Chen, , John Fraser, Linda Heitner,  
J.B. Holderness, Nicole Kim, Sara Lee, Kate Matsuda, Lizzy Palo, Beverly Rhinehart, Jean Rohloff,  
Michael Smolen, Jeff Spady, Lois Strauss. 
Co-Moderators: Rosetta Forshee & Caridad Schweizer  Staff: Reverend Richard Hong &  
Dorothy VanderWerf 



  

 



 

 



  

 

 



 

 

COMING UP THIS WEEK 
 

This week's COFFEE & CONVERSATION is in celebration of Black History 
Month. Many thanks to coordinators Sherronda Brown, Ray and Ulah Fields, Carlos 
and Shahida Ramos, Eunice Dartey, Patience Okorie, Arlene Mattis, Shirley Murdock, 
and Diane Christian.  
 
Stop at the INFORMATION CENTER in the Chapel for a 2016 Annual Report, 
February newsletter, Offering envelopes, Flower donation form, Five Wishes and to 
borrow the DVD to help prepare the Living Will document, plus several other 
resources. 
 
The DEACONS CORNER is now in the Chapel. Stop by, meet a Deacon, register 
for the CPR/AED class on Saturday, March 25, 9 am - 1 pm, and find out more about 
the Caring Ministry of the Deacons. 
 
MOBILIZE FOR MISSION: FPC SPRING CLOTHING DRIVE: Today  
begins our Spring Clothing Drive for our Partner Church Jan Hus Presbyterian  
Church in NYC. We are seeking adult and children's clothes to stock the closet  
for those who have none. Bring your bags of clothes and just look for the Clothing 
Drive Drop Off Center just outside Elmore Hall.  
 
Save the Date: Join us for a Wednesday LUNCH & LEARN BIBLE STUDY 3/1 
from 12 pm -1 pm in the Meeting Room. On the first Wednesday of every month 
Pastor Kellie leads an informal discussion about a Book of the Bible or a topic in the 
Bible. Bring your lunch and enjoy the discussion.  
 
CELEBRATE ASH WEDNESDAY with a simple service on Wednesday, March 1, 
at 8 pm in the Chapel which will include the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper and the 
imposition of ashes.  
 
PRESBYTERY YOUTH EVENT - Middle School, High School & College Students 
| Sunday March 5th from 4 - 8:30 pm at the Friends to Friends Community Church | 
Cost is $3 per person for pizza, salad & dessert.  RSVP required. Please contact Felicia 
if you are interested. 
 
MOBILIZE FOR MISSION: FOOD TO FIRST ON THE FIRST: FPC Mission 
collects food and non-perishable food items on the ‘first Sunday’ of every month. 
Bring in your food next Sunday March 5th to support the Center for Food Action. 

  
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL GROUP LEADERS MEETING is on Sunday, March 5 at 
10 am in the Meeting Room. 
 
YOUTH USHER & LAY ASSISTANT MEETING is on 3/5 at 12:15 pm. All 
students in 7th grade and up are invited to join our usher/lay assistant meeting! Learn 



  

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
150 EAST PALISADE AVENUE, ENGLEWOOD, NJ 07631 

(201) 568-7373   www.englewoodpres.org 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH - MINISTERS 
THE REVEREND RICHARD S. HONG - PASTOR 

THE REVEREND KELLIE ANDERSON-PICALLO - DIRECTOR OF MISSION STRATEGY 
DR. DAVID MACFARLANE - ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER 
DOROTHY VANDERWERF - DIRECTOR OF CARE MINISTRIES 
FELICIA ARRIGOITIA - FAMILY MINISTRIES COORDINATOR  

DANIELLE DE LAURENTIS - OFFICE MANAGER 
BETH MORRISON - OFFICE ASSOCIATE 

ANALIA BROWN - BOOKKEEPER 
GARIN KASSIS - CUSTODIAN  

 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

what becoming an usher/lay assistant entails; Get to know your fellow ushers; Learn to 
log into your online scheduler. Parents encouraged to join lunch and conversation! 
Pizza lunch will be served. Please RSVP to Felicia@englewoodpres.org so we can 
order enough food!  

 
UPCOMING  

 
FPC WEEKLY WEDNESDAY LENTEN LUNCH: An Annual Tradition!  
Coming soon: join us every Wednesday of Lent from 12pm – 1pm for an informal 
worship service and group soup lunch. Stop by the FPC Chapel on your lunch hour to 
enjoy this time of soup and conversation. Starting March 8.  
 
ST. PATRICK'S DAY is just around the corner. Charlene Niland and Debbie 
Alvarez are coordinating the FPC St. Patty's traditional dinner on Friday, March 10  
at 6 pm. Tickets are now on sale through March 4. Note, no tickets will be sold at  
the door so be sure to buy your tickets at Coffee & Conversation.  
 
FINANCIAL SERIES FOR MIDDLE SCHOOLERS/HIGH SCHOOLERS: 
Learning the proper skills now, will ensure success later on! Facilitated by Paul Platek,  
this three part series lays the foundation for proper practices in thinking about and 
using money. East Room 11 am March 12, 26, and April 2nd. Please RSVP to 
Felicia@englewoodpres.org. 
 
FPC SPARK HOPE FIRE ANNIVERSARY - Join us at FPC on Wednesday, 
March 22nd, the 1-year anniversary of the fire that destroyed the Sanctuary. Look  
for more details soon about this 7:30 pm Service for Reflection followed by a  
Dessert Pot Luck.  
 
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER OF FPC? Membership 
is simply an affirmation that this is your church home for this season of your life. 
Come meet some of the church leadership on Sunday, March 12 at either 12:30 pm  
or 5 pm in the East Room.  


